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Opinion of all Nations, even 
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the. Diflolution and Annihilation of 


Per Body. Yet though this univerſal 
— 2 of the Soul's Immortality 
B does 


I has ever * ths general 


= 
— £ : W . 2 I 
d, - —— * FD » * * 
* — — * - — PL 
„ — — - * — — 
= — * _— £ * . * 4 
— , 0 — — . — " —_ Ys — 0 a ” 
4 — Py — - — 
_ —— Pp a 2 * " 
_ _— 
— — 2 — _ - = — 8989 . 2 — 
— 


— 
9— 3 
— 


pac — 
XP — —— — — 
3 _ 0 — 4 7 — 
= — — Ay ——ů—ů—— * — — 
— — — — 


5 5 


b 


a Correſ 

409780 e 
monial rho a — 2 to Kr. were 
at firſt inltitttel 1 * 


„ 4 pf theo rat fc of 


b R 4 
the Ancient Ta, whole Theolo- 


gy, in this was not at all 


N 


rines, both in ——— — Man- 
nere, from the. Hebrews, ＋. 60 = 
fIJTIf10: BA Li lO 01! 0 15 mY 
ind Þ bond flow 2111 10 * Wa bY. 1 
unn e 20 4 oh * . M 
151 eli ru T -; +4 id. 265 286 
10 tina 1 fi: CHAT 


r #1113 Awo 350 . 2117 


1 b 
9 L 4 4 & C | 
* | IH 4 1 1 TIS? 1 wg, Il d 10 11 oils 7 : q | * 
| £1 | | 
25 A 14 ö 8 * 
" ty 


«WH 20 ] abies 
Oro "= 
ba H A P. I. 


n * EFI L OImept 904-284 ol 


1 51 C257 EEO, : 
— 0 


"he ME em} et 1190; 
| HEA according to. 
uiid and ee, gave the ge- 
Name of TR URES an 
| nol, + * b. 


1. | 5 

| — , a Lops algal 
07 Ur | 4 e aſt. Lib.” . 
G (TE 

Yet they werediftinguiſh dundex T 


different Species; the One, harmle 
ad benevolent, ho innocently, 
with Pleaſure, took up their FL ja 
in Dwelling-H were called 
Lanes; or Howſhold - Gods ; the O- 
thers, troubleſome and miſchievous, 
who returned from their Graves on- 
1 to take Diſturbances, and to A 
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It was 18 Op 2, A Be the feſt, 
my 121 ofthelr Anceſtors who 
their Lives in Probity 
ith Regard to the Good 
of their a — Families, and had 
wholly applied themſelves, ini theit 
Lifetime; to. regulate them with Fru- 
dence and 2 7 OEcbnomy, ſtill re. 
tained, aſter Death, an affectionate 


: Tea for the ſame : And this 


was the atiye that induced them' to 
continue in Fee own Houſes, and to 
perſevere 1 in the: Care of their Poſte- 
ity,” among whom their | whole Bu- 

Is Was to cultivate and maintain 
an amicable Underſtanding, and a 
riet Decorum ever os: them all 
he 66d Turns, and procuring them 


all tie Advantages, that poffibly lay 
in their Power; and averting and ob- 


ſtructing all the Miſchief and Misfor- 
Hkely to happen to 
them After the*ſame Manner, ſays 


Plutarch, 
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11 
— ArRnIETE (or Cham- 
at Wreſtling) who when, by 
eaſon- of Fj advanced Years, 
— Leave to retire, 


exerting their Strength) yet was 
not the * and Inchnation | they 


ll had ſor their former Profeſſion, 


hereby, in any wiſe diminiſned; but 


on the conttary, they took great De- 


light to ſee the Performances oſ thoſe 


who had been their Pupils, and had 
received the Rudiments of their Skill 


om theme They were proud to fee 


them purſue the 


ame Iracts they had 


ſortnerly taken themſelves, and would 


With Pleaſure endeavour to improve 
and ſupport them with m_ Advice 
and judicious Hara 
young Beginners w Id. receive the 
ſame with :[hankfulneſs and Acknow= 
legement. Of this Sort was that Ghoſt, 
Whom? Plautus introduces in the Pro- 


teſtifies the Affection he bore to the 
Davzbter of the Houſe, * 0 
1169! 
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wicked People, who; a3 un Expiation 

of their paſt Sins, have been con- 

demned to lead a eee 

Li after/Dearb, as having no fed I. Are 
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ö ed 


le 

Al 

15 

py” gr 

Fife «tr bog was — — th 

his Care, and which be would neter lit 

reveal either to her Fuber, or Grand: | th 

- by whom be had been, ſome f 

how __ ar diſobliged. <1 of ales Th + ot! 

1 43 [1 ** 1220 Bunk ors G 

The Aer Species of the LRH V i 

ES or Spirits, to whom 'that Deno- 2 
mination ſeems to be particular 

plicable, rather inſpire us with Ter- cal 

ror” — wir Reſpect, by the Diſor- 

3 in thoſePlaces they I 

I — a Faney to viſit: They are ge- thu 

nerally taken for Evil-Spivins, and are I 4 

ſed to be the Souls of vicious, — 

1 

a 4 
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joined. to their own natural aalen. 

ineites and diſpoſes them to tor- 
| ta and to be offenſive to the Liy- 
ing ; and the Gods, as it is reported, 
give them an abſolute Power over 
de Wicked; as it were; in the Qua- 
lity of Miniſters, or Executionets af 


their Juſtice; but they are not per- 
inte? ta attempt upon the — 
atherwite to in jure the Perſons of the 
Hud: All the Harm they can db 
hem is, by fantaſtical Apparitions, 
taternfty and frighten thoſe who ſee 
them; for which Reaſon. they are 
called Specires and Phantoms. 
Die 4) Dio ; 00 inen 
As it is very common to confound 
the: Unfortunate with the Guilty, fo 
whole, whoſe Deaths come by violent 
Means, and who have been deprived 
pfithe Honour of Burial; (which is u 
nequifite-/Paſsport in order to enjo 
2 ſeitled Manſion in the other World) 
are generally included in this Num- 
ben So, it is ſaid, That their Manes, 
reſtleſs 
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Vere diſturbed every Night 


tion, that the Servin Mani in Plau 


: pus) by Spirits, aſſured him, That 
ſome Body muſt needs have been 
(ſormerly neee in n nn 


wilt! Fa 314, re; 
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— . 
are never _ — laſt Bu 
ties, of a decent Interment, have been 
performed. 0 Mp unt!“ 10 731 
22 TH ati 2 77 < wks tat 
30 — us a Paſſage looked 
upon as authentick, That aſter the 
Death of Caligula, the Guards of the 
Palace, where he had been Aſſaſſinated, 
with-Spe- 
Ares and Apparitions, and were never 
at Reſt, till ſuch Lime as his Ster, 
returning from Exile, had celebrated 
his Funeral Obſequies. Tus upon 
the Foundation of this vul gar Tradi- 
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#vs, :whoſe Maſter's Houſe: was haun - 
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197 
Tho theſe ridiculous Fables are 
laughed at by Men of Senſe; yet they 
have been 75 ſometimes | affirmed | with 
{a many particular Circumſtances, 
and with ſuch very poſitive Atteſta- 
tions, that ſeveral Perſons, in other 
Reſpects, of ſingular Judgment and 
Parts, have been- puzzled what to 
think or conclude. This is what Pli- 
uy n to have been 
his own Caſe, in Relation to a very 
extraordinary Apparition, concerning 
which he conſulted one of his inti- 
mate Friends . The Story has, fince 
his Days, been ſeveral I imes pub- 
Aſhed: It runs thus; There was a 
certain Houſe at Athens, that had the 
Fame of being - haunted by Spirits; 
the Philoſopher Artemzdorus, intieed 
by the low Price at which it was of- 
fred him, took it, and went to live 
chere, with the Deſign of making 
Proof of this Matter, and whether 
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[ 1001 
the Report was true or not: At 
Night, as he was intent on his Study, he 
heard a great Noiſe of the Rattling of 
Chains, and, at laſt, ſaw an old Man, 


of a very rightful Alpect, coming 


towards him; he riſes up, the Spe- 
cre makes away, beckoning to him 
with his Hand to follow ; he obeys, 
and follows it into the Yard, where 
the Apparition vaniſhes : - He took 
exact Notice of the Place, and the 
next Day 'informed the Magiſtrates 
of all, who, upon ordering that Place 
to be dug up, found the Skeleton 
of a Man bound in Chains; they 
cauſed it to be folemnly and decently 
buried, after which the Houſe was 
perfectly quiet, and the Philoſopher 
made good Profit of his cheap Bar- 
gain. CINE * 


Such Spirits as theſe, who demand- 
ed nothing, but that the Bones, to 
which they had once belonged, ſhould 
be decently interred, were eaſy to be 


latisfied: But tboſe who were for 
4 Mn 


Lan 

to pieces with their Nails 
their urderers, were much more 
Aifficult to be appealed : In this, and 
in unmercifully perſecuting thoſe who 
had been the Cauſe of their Death, 
according to Horace, conſiſted the chief 
Over of the Dii IV anes, Or the De- 
ted Souls; and it was after this 
anner that the unfortunate Dido 
pretended to take Vengeance _ 
ww perſidious Lover. BY 


tear. 


This Diſtinction of Hit, one -Spe- 
\czes whereof was looked uponas bene- 
wolent Deities, andthe other as perni- 
cious Demons, was conformable tothe 
'Syſtem of Pythagoras and Plato, which 
Was followed by the ableſt and moſt 
learned among the Romans ; accord- 
ing to which Syſtem, the Sls of the 
Juſt, being once, for Eternity, diſenga- 
ged from the Bonds of the periſhable 
Fleſh, and having been purified from 
the Spots they had contracted by their 
Communication with the Sentuality 
en to that Fleſh, they take their 

92 2 Flight 


? Fas V 
Flight up to the Manſions ofthe Hleſſed, 
uhere they enjoy a perfect bliſsful 
Tranquility, in Company of the Det- 
ties of an inferior Rank, or Darmons, 
being transformed in their Nature, 
and even capable, through z moſt re- 
fined Virtue, of aſcending, in Proceſs 
of Time, ſtill higher, till they arrive 
to the Perfection of the Cœleſtial and 
Immortal Gods themſelves: Whereas 
thoſe Souls, which have been guilty of 
enormous Sins, remain conſtantly up- 
on the Earth, without the Power of 
mounting upwards, as being forcibly 
attracted towards the ſame, by the 
Weight of their Sins; and ſo are to 
continue, until, aſter divers different 
Revolutions, they (hall have ſuffici- 


| Theſe were the Opinions fel 
Ancient Romans 3 af- 
ter Separation from the Fleſb, which 
they. hgured in their Imaginations as 


light yolatile Shadows, retaining the 
HTO?! N Form 4 
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_ ently expiated the Crimes af which 


[ 13 ] 
Forms of thoſe Bodies they had quit- 
ted,” vaniſhing and diſſipating them- 
ſelves, like a Dream, whenever any 
one endeavoured to grafp or take 
hold of them, yet nevertheleſs ſen- 
fible of the Impreſſions of ſome cer- 
tain Things, feeding upon and ſatiſ- 
fying themſelves with Ferfumes, and 
the Blood of Victims, and fearful of 
u Sword's Point, tho'-1t could not do 
them any Harm. 85 
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allotted by the Great Author 
of Nature for the ordinary Reſidence 
of Departed Souls, which is the ſecond 
Queſtion we are tg, examine, the Opt- 
nions were var idus and irregular. For 
notwithſtanding it was more than ſup- 
poſed, that the Spirit of the Good 


took Delight in frequentin; the Ha- 


bitations where they had paſſed their 
Lives, and that the Unbappy Souls 
were, for the Generality, wander- 
ing, or hovering about the Sepulchres 


-where their Bodies lay inbumed, yet it 
was well known, that thoſe Places 


were not their proper Abodes. The 
general 


[L J. oy 
general Name of The Eyſian Fields 
was given to the Reſidence: of Happy 
Spirits, which Place was: deſcribed as 
a Station of Repoſe, and was exquiſitely 
delicious. The Platoniſis placed it in 
the upper Region of the Air, below 
the Moon; and ſome would have this 
bliſsful Manſion to be even within that 
Planet, where were likewiſe the Felds 
of Hecate; and for the / Souls of the 
Wicked, they aſſigned them for their 
Portion, the Mortification of being 
obliged to roam about, reſtleſs and 
unfixed, in our inferior Region of 
groſſer and unpurified Air. It was the 
vulgar Notion, LI hat all Sus, with- 
out Exception, when they had once 
quitted the Body, deicended into Hell: 
The very Heroes and Demi-Gods them- 
ſelves were forced to ſubmit to that 
Law, which was impoſed upon all 
Mankind in general; and their Image, 
Reſemblance, or Shadow, was detain- 
ed and confined there, whilſt the Sod. 
or Spirit, being pure and diſengaged. 
n from 
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t periſhable Matter 
had belonged thereunto, during hama 


Life, took its Flight up to Heaven, 
where it enjoyed the Pleaſures and 
Grandeur attending the State of bn- 
mortality. What they called by the 
Name of Infermwn; or HL T, was a 
Place which they had figured to be ft- 
tuated in the Cent er of the Earth, tho 
the Word Ad., (Hades): which the 
Greeks made Uſe of to expreſs the 
fame, in Reality, fignifies nothing but 
an obſcure, dark, and inuiſibie Place, 


inn N ae 1 
Accero deduces the vulgar Notions 
of HELL from, and applies it to, the 
ancient Cuſtom of interring Dead Bo- 
dties, which gave Riſe to the Opinion, 
that the Earib was Man's laſt Recep- 
tacle of Abode; and from whence it 
was concluded, that thoſe Bodres which 
were inhumad, went to pals a new 
Lie under Gramd: And upon the 
Foundation of this Idea, they eſta - 
bliſhed a vaſt: Empire, divided into 
2 two 


1110771 


9 

two Kingdoms, but of very different 
Kinds; the One abounding with Joy 
and Delights, where the Good were 
to live in Eternal Tranquility and un- 
diſturbed Repoſe, and the Other, full 
of Anguiſh and Horror, allotted for 
the Habitation of the Wicked, 


+ The Poets finding this Subject fit 
for their I urn, and proper for them 
to exerciſe their Talents upon, and 
to embelliſh with Fictions of their 
own, invented many very pathetick 
Deſcriptions thereof, and with the 
fame Exactneſs and Particularity, as 
if they themſelves had kept thoſe 
HEROES Company in the Voyages 
they made them take to thoſe low- 
er Regions. And to excite Terror, 
in their Theatrical Performances, they 
made the Dead to come out of HELIL, 
from below, and introduced them up- 
on the Stage. I heie Spectacles, theſe 
Scenes and Objects, making an Im- 
preſſion upon the Minds of the Audi- 
. ence, 


[ 18 } 

ence (eſpecially thoſe of the weak- 
er Sex, and of the Children who 
were preſent) gave Authority to the 
Belief of the Reality of 4 paritions 
of Spectres, and ſuch like Phantomes : 
This is the ordinary Effect of an Ima- 
gination diſturbed, or. prepoſſeſſed 
with Griet or Horror, at the Sight of 
any moving Object; which is one of 
the Points ] have undertaken to diſcuſs. 
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CAP. III. 


Of ArrARTTTOxs of the Dead. 


H E Chaos which divides this 
World from the other, ſeems 

to be not altogether ſo inſupera- 
ble, as entirely to break off all Man- 
ner of Communication between the 
Living and the Dead, or to prevent 
the Subtle and Immaterial from pene- 
trating through all its Receſſes, and 
to viſit the Earth by ſome bye and un- 
knowh Paths. Nay, there was certain 
Places, as the Cave of Irophonme, the 
Gulph of Cape Tænarus, and the Lakes 
of Avernus and  Acheron, which were 
imagined to be the Avenues or Inlets 
into the Great Roads which led di- 
rectly to the Gates of H ELI. 


1 A little 


j 
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Little Reg ard was ſhewn to the 


Obſections Narted by thoſe, who be- 


ing leſs credulous than the Generali- 


ty, could not eafily comprehend, how 
Spirits, deprived of all the Organs of 
Senſe, ſhould ſpeak, act, and Wl un- 
| a: But they load taken Care 
to ſupport that Point; b the Suppo- 

ſition, that the W rages which 
they conceived the Sul to be re · in- 
veſted with, and which, according to 
Pythagoras, ſerved for its inmoſt Co- 
ver or Cruſt, when it was united with 
the mortal Body, had Members, Or- 
gans, Hc. equivalent to the other. It 
is one of the ordinary Illuſions of the 


Imagination, to repreſent Spirit, un- 
der the Form and Shape of Bodies. 


Ihe ſtrict Confinement of the Ma- 
ne g, Or Departed Souls, to thoſe Abodes 
which Providence or Fate had aſſigned 
for them, ſeemed to be no Manner of 
Obſtacle, whereby to exclude them 
from the Pr vilege of paſſing beyond 


the 


TAaQ 


— 
the Boundaries of the Infernal Regi- 
ons; or-to come out of Hell, provided 
they did ſo at convenient and ſeaſona- 
ble Times, and with the Permiſſion 
of thoſe Gods, at whoſe Diſpoſal, and 
under whoſe Subjection, they were; 
ſuch as Pluto, otherwiſe called Sum- 
mans, which is, as it were, the So- 
vereign,of the Di Manes. It was up- 
on this Foundation, that a certain an- 
cient Epitaph, ſtill to be ſeen at Rome, 
was compoled ; wherein, A young Wi- 
dow. o'erwhelmed with Grief, and in- 
conſolable for the Loſs of her Husband, 
addreſſes her Vows to the Di Manes, 
and earneſtly, and, as a mighty Favour, 
implores them to permit her dear 
Spouſe to viſit her every Night, *tall 
ſhe ſhould be re- united to him, for 
ever, in. the next Life. 


It is well known, that it was one 
of Mercury's Functions to re- conduct 
the Ghoſts from Hell, as it was like- 
wiſe to conduct them thither. But 
the general Perſuaſion was, not only, 

| that 


re Y 
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that the Bleſſed, as well as Unhappy 
Saule, had Liberty to return to the 


out a Conductor; that they could ap- 
pear in Dreams, and make themſelves 
viſible under whatever Forms they 
pleaſed: Nor was there the leaſt Diſ- 
pute or Doubt ever ſtarted concerning 
even the Power of thoſe Magicians, 
who vaunted that at any Time they 
could compel all Departed Souls to 
leave their dark Manhons, whenever 
they had a Mind to conſult, or 
to make Uſe of them in their En- 
chantments. The Story of Samuel's 
Ghoſt, invoked and raiſed up by the 


Witch of Endor, is a ſufficient Proof of 


the Antiquity of this Opinion, which 
was in Vogue among the Hebrews, as 
well as among other Nations. Invo- 


cations of this Nature being trouble- | 


ſome to Bleſſed Spirits, and difturbing 
their Repoſe; it was thought, that no 
Vows more favourable to them, or 
more acceptable could be made, than 
that they might be exempted and 5 
IP | verre 


World at their own Option, and with- 


3 ages 
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vered from the Power thereof. This is 

what was meant Ne formal Words 
engraven upon I omb-ſtones, viz. Sit 
tili terra lewis, (May the Earth lie light 
upon Thee:) For it was ſuppoſed, that 
the Magicians, by the Force of their 
Charms, made it heavy, and oppreſ- 
ſed the Ghoſts of the Dead, hinder- 
ing them from having the Power to 
-penetrate through it, and to come A- 
broad, during the Night-time, to 
take the Air in this World; all which 
they did with the View, that, by thus 
vexingand moleſting them, they might 
be obliged to anſwer their Queſtions, 
and to obey their In junctions. 
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Of the peculiar Worſhip, or Ce 

remonies, appropriated to the 
Manes of the Dead, with the 
Motives to the e In- 
ftitution thereof. 


T remains now to e ſome 
1 Enquiry into the Original of 
the Worſhip, as well particular as 
publick, which was paid to the Ma- 
nes of the Dead, and the Ceremonies 
uſed at the Feſtivals called Lemurales, 
inſtituted in Honour of them. 


There was ſcarce a Houſe of any 
Note, in the Porch whereof there 
was not an Altar conſecrated to the 
Du Lares, or HousnorD-Gops, 
ho were * to be the Souls of 


r, we mw. a +. 


their : 


much 1 


 ; 
their Anceſtors, as we have already 
obſerved. The ceremonial Honours 
particularly paid them, by all the Fa- 
mily, upon thoſe Altars, had their 
Rite, according to Macrobins and Ser- 
xs, from the ancient Practice of In- 
terring the Dead in, or very near, their 
Habitations; which Cuſtom ſubſiſted 


onger among the Fg yptians, 
who had far greater Conveniencies, 
and knew much better how to em- 
balm and preſerve Dead Bodies, than 
any other Nation: For being obliged, 
by the Incommodiouſneſs they re- 
ceived from the Stench, to remove 
them to more diſtant Places, they ſtill 

continued to render the accuſtomed 
Rites and Ceremonies to their Repre- 
ſentations; and, the Remembrance of 
their Worth, and the Obligations 
they had to them, keeping warm 
Credulity of their Deſcendants, was 
the Occaſion of making Addrefles to 
their Manes, as to Deities favourable 
and propitious, who were always 
c e 22m G-. readily 
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. readily inclined to give Ear to thoſe 
I ows and Invocations. 


This, with great Probabili iy, 
one of the chief and original *. 
ments to Idolatry; and there is good 
Reaſon to conjecture, that Laban's 
Gops, which were ſtolen from him 
by his Daughter Rachel, were no o- 
ther than the Effigies or Images of 
his Fore- Fathers, which he honoured 
with ſome particular a 


This Devotion paid to their 1 
ſtor's Memories, is a Confirmation 
that they looked upon them to be of 
the Number of Happy and Beatiſied 
Souls, who, being freed from the In- 

firmities of the Fleſh, were, by their 
Virtue, advanced to a State far above 
Humanity ; which could not be juſt- 
Iy ſaid of all the Defunct; for, with- 
out Ditpute, there had been Abun- 
dance whoſe Lives were very irregu- 
lar, and even ſcandalous. But, as it was 
altogether impoſhble to make a poſi- 
tive 


— 

tive Deciſion of any Perſon's Lot aſter 
Death, or what Rank he held in 
the other World, the Heirs and Po- 
ſterity of the Deceaſed were always 
ſo pious as to make favourable Judg- 
ments, and beheving the beſt, ever 
ranked them among the Happy and the 
Good; and the more, becauſe it has al- 
ways been a Point of Religion to ſpeak 
reſpectfully of the Dead; upon this 
Account they generally gave the Ti- 
tle of Diz Manes to all Departed Souls. 
It was, as is univerſally known, the 
ordinary Inſcription uponTombs, and 
the general Title of all Epitaphs. But 
this Religious Worſhip which they paid 
to the Memories of the Dead, did not 
however advance their Manes ohigh 
as to admit them into the ſame Rank 
with the Real-Divinities, except their 
Virtue had been ſo very exemplary, 
and ſo publickly known, as to attract 
the univerſal Veneration of the Peo- 
ple; by which means they arrived 
to the Honour of having Temples 
and Altars conſecrated to them. It is 

4 E 2 true, 


11 | 

true, that 'the Pagan Theology was 
never very {crupulous in the Apmthee- 
ſes, or Deifications of thoſe Heroes, 
whom it ſet in the Rank of the Im- 
mortal Gods; the | greateſt Number 
of which, as well Ancient as Mo- 
DERN) would have been ſtrangely put 
to it to furniſh out even a Moral Cha- 
racter. 2 *. 


do, that Divinity, which they at- 
tributed to all Maxes in general, was 
no Surety for their Happinets. Nay, 
it even ſeemed, that thoſe Rites and 
Duties they paid to them, was meant 
as much to comfort them, and to al- 
leviate their Sufferings, as to appeaſe 
them, or 40 make . of _ _ 
vour and Protection: They - 
that ſuch Souls were ſenfible, in thofe 
Reſidences, of their own'Convenien- 
cy and Intereſt, ſince they never ſuſ- 
fered themſelves to be excluded, or 
deprived of their beloved Abodes, 
without the utmoſt Impatience and 


Regret. 
C HAP. 
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Of. the publick Rites paid 15 
the Grosrs of the Defunct. 


VID, in his ſecond Book de 
| Faſtis , gives us an Ac- 
| count of the Occaſion of reviving the 
| Feaſts, appropriated to the Manes of 
| Dead, which went under the Name 
| of FERALTLIA. They having been, 
by Reaſon of continual Wars, for a 
conſiderable Time out of Uſe, and 
Rome, by a terrible Peſtilence, being 
almoſt depopulated, it was preſently 
ſuppoſed to be the Effect of the Relent- 
ment and Vengeance of the Dii Manes; 
and, at the ſame Time, the Spirits be- 
ing as much affected with the raging 
Diſtemper as the Bodies, the Ghofts 


— 


* See the Appendix. 
of 
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of the Dead were, as was re 

ſeen to come out of their th 
and to roam about the Fields, High: 
ways, and the Streets of the Cit and 
heard to make moſt frightful Ne oiſes, 


and hideous Yellings. . They could, at 


that Juncture, think of no other Re- 
medy for that great Deſolation, and 
thoſe terrible Frights and Horrors, 


occaſioned by ſuch | Apparitions and 


Phantomes, than to re-eſtabliſh thoſe 
ceremonial Rites which had ſo 1 


* neglected. 


The People having ſatisfied their 


o The — and. the Contagion be- 


ing happily at an End, the — 


apply d to the Manes of the Deceaſ- 
ed came to be far more ſolemnly ce- 
lebrated, and much better eſtabliſhed 
than ever it had been . 
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| Of the Feſta Lemuralia, or FE- 


STIVALS, dedicated to the 
Lemures ; Their Original, 
and the Ceremonies obſerved 
thereat. 


7 HAT Feſtival, which accor- 

| ding to Ovid, owed its Ori- 
ginal to Anas, (and its Eſtabliſhment 
to Numa) who inſtituted certain Ex- 
patiatory Sacrifices to the Manes of his 
Anceſtors, about the latter End of 
February, was different from that of 
the LEMURES, which was celebrated 
in May, and deduced its Beginning 
from the ancient Latins. The Cere- 
monies uſed at the firſt of theſe Feaſts, 
were ſomething odd and extravagant, 
very much reſembling Magical Exor- 


ciſms 4 
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ciſims : They ſeemed to have Regard 
only to troubleſome and unquiet Syi- 
rita, that frequented Houſes with no 
other Deſign but to create Diſtur- 
bances, and to commit Diſorders ; 
whom the People that lived in thofe 
Houſes were mighty deſirous to get 
rid of. The Time of the Continuance 
of this Ceremony was Three Nights, 
though not ſucceſſively, but alter- 
nately; viz. from the Ninth to 
the Thirteenth : It was at firft but a 
particular Rite, or Feſtival, inſtituted 
by Romidus to appeaſe the Manes of 
his Brother. Servms ſays it was done 
by Order of the OxacLR, whom they 
had contulted about the Means how 
to be delivered from the Peſtilence, 
which happened in Rome upon the 
Death of Remus; and that Romulus, 
in Compliance thereunto, cauſed a ve- 
ry magnificent Monument to be ere- 
&ed upon Mow Aventine, and eſta- 
bliſhed Annual Sacrifices in Honour 
of him, which: were called after his 
Name, Renin. He adds, that when 
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Romulus adminiſtred Juſtice tothe Peo- 
ple, he always had a Seat, exactly 

like his own, placed near his Tribu- 

nal, upon which were the Regalia, 

and other Royal Ornaments, as if Re- 
mus had ſtill been living, and acted 

jointly with him; and it was upon 

this Subject that Virgil ſaid, 

Nemo cum fratre Quirinus jura dabat. 


Ovid explains this Matter far more 
Poetically||; for he introduces Fauſtulus 
and his Wife Acca Laurentia, both un- 
der a deep Affliction and Concern at 
the Loſs of Remus; with the Ghoſt 
of that murdered Prince, all bloody, 
conjuring them to prevail with his 
Brother, and to engage him to Ho- 
nour his Memory by a folemn Feſti- 
val. To fave the Reign on of Rome's 
Founder, accuſed of ſo inhuman a Fra- 
tricide, this great Poet fails not to lay 
all the Blame of that impious Deed 
upon the Tribune Celer: Yet, never- 
theleſs, the Prayers and Invocations 
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made 
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made during that Nocturnal Ceremo- 
ny, (and which had a very near Affi- 
nity with thoſe practiſed in the more 
ancient Times of Superſtition, 1n or- 
der to appeaſe the Manes of tuch Per- 
ſons, who, having loſt their Lives by 
indirect and violent Means, were in- 
cenſed againſt their Murderers) may 
raiſe a Doubt, as to the Sincerity of 
Romulus, and the Sedateneſs of his 
Mind, or the Calmneſs of his Con- 
ſcience ; but be that as it will, it ap- 
pears, that theſe Feſtivals were after- 
watds appropriated to all the Dead in 
general, and (by changing the R for 
an L) bore the Title of Lemuria, 
inſtead of Remuria 


How great ſoever the Reſpelt oy 
Deference was, which the Hucieut Ro- 
mans paid to the Memories of pr 
Anceſtors, they were, — 2 
ing, very uowilling to have their Ha 


" 4 era mutata eff in lenem tempore = 
' Littera, que toto nomine prima fuit. 
Mox etiam Lemures, Oc. Ovid. Faſt, Lib. 5. 
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bitations viſited by them, when their 
Manes were of an unquiet and turbu- 
lent Diſpoſition. Upon ſuch Occaſions 
their Thoughts uſed to be wholly 
employed how to get rid of ſuch 
troubleſome and unwelcome Gueſts, 
whoſe Preſence created nothing but 
Terror and Diſorder; but as it was 
thought not ſafe to irritate their ill 
Humour, or to exaſperate their na- 
tural miſchievous I empers, they choſe 
theproperer Means of1ntreating them, 
in a civil Manner, to retire ;' and to 
engage them to a voluntary Conde- 
ſcention, they uſually made them 
divers little Preſents, ſuitable to the 


Temperance and Frugality of the In- 


habitants of the other World. 


. The Ceremony began at Midnight, 


after every Body was aſleep; at which 
Time, the Father, or Chief of the Fa- 
mily, roſe up from his Bed, full of 
Devotion, mixed with a pious Fear 
and Terror, and took the Path, bare- 
foot, towards the neareſt Fountain, 
5.1 F 2 with 


—— 
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with great Silence, making only a 
little Noiſe with his Fingers, by ſnap- 
ping them as he went, that the Ghoſts 
might turn out of his Vay, and let 
him paſs by, unmoleſted: When he 
had waſhed his Hands thrice at the 
Fountain, as he came back, he 
threw Nine black Beans, (which were 
in his Mouth) over his Head one 
by one, and at throwing each Bean, 
repeated theſe Words, 1 ranſom my 
ſelf and all my Family with theſe Beans, 
which was, as J obſerved, repeated 
Nine Times, without looking behind 
him. It was thought that the Ghoſt, 
who followed him, picked up thoſe 
Beans, unperceived. He then, a ſe- 
cond Time, took up Water with his 
Hands, and made a Noiſe by ſtriking 
upon a braſs Veſſel, deſiring the Spi- 
rit to leave his Houſe, ſaying, Nine 


Times, Depart, Paternal- Manes. When 
all this was done, he returned, and 


imagined, after theſe ceremonial Ob- 
ſervations, the Feſtival or Rite had 
been fully and duely folemnized. = 
15 | The 
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he greateſt Part of theſe Myſte- 
ries are not very difficult to be com- 
prehended ; for it is well known, that 
Night is the Time ſacred to In- 
material Beings, as Ghoſts, Spedres, 
Phantomes, and the like, who cannot 
bear the Light of the Day. 


The Number Nine, according to 
the Pythagorians, was the Period or 
End of the firſt Numerical Progreſ- 
ſion, as Death is the Period of Life ; 
for which Reaſon it was ſuppoſed to 
affect, and to be properly applicable 
to the Dead. Funeral Obſequies always 
laſted Nine Days, on the laſt of which 
they offered up a Sacrifice called No- 


As to the Beans, it is inconteſtably 
true, that they were looked upon as 
Funercal Offerings. I am at a Loſs to 
demonſtrate upon what Foundation 
they were ſuppoſed to contain the 
Souls of the 'Defund, and that they 
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8 had the Reſeniblince of Hell-Gates : 


Feftus' pretends, that, upon the Flow- 
ers of this Pulſe, there was a certain 
Mark or Hieroglyphick of Mourning ; 
this might be underſtood, if a Theta 
(6). was to be found upon the Flower, 
which Letter is, by Martial, called 
MorTIiFERUM, Deadly or Fatal, be- 
cauſe it was ſtamped upon the little 


Balls which the Judges put into the 


Um, when they _ Sentence of 
Death, upon any Criminal. 1 


be This Cuſtom of offering Beans to 


the Manes of the Deceaſed was the 


Reaſon, that — enjoined his 


Diſciples to Abſtam fromever eating any. 


The Father of the Family's ſay- 
ing, That he ranſomed himſelf and his 
Family by that Oblation, was founded 
upon a Tradition which ſtill ſubſiſts 
among many People to this Day; 


who believe, that ſuch Phantomes or 


Ajpparuzons preſage the Death of ſome 
of the Fanny in whoſe Houſe they 
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. 
are ſeen; coming, as it is vulgarly 
ſaid, to fetch chem away. They re- 
arded thoſe Spectres as PLUTO's 
La, who were not diſpoſed to 
return Home empty- handed. They 
uſe the ſame Method with Reſpect to 
the Dis Lares, which prefided over 
the Burial-Places, who had the Ap- 
pellation of Compitalitii, and likewiſe 
to their Mother the Goddeſs Mia, 
to whom they offered as many Fi- 
gures and Repreſentations made of 
Wool, as there were Perſons contain- 
ed in each Family, on the Day dedi- - 
cated as a Feſtival to thoſe Deities, 
imploring them to reſt contented 
with ſuch Oblations, and to ſpare the 


The Beans which were thrown to 
the Gboſte were black, which is the 
Livery of the Dead: They were toſt 
over the Head; and ſo they did to 
every Thing that had been made uſe 
of in Purifications, which none were 
IR + permitted 


1 4% 

permitted to look upon, t ren 
being defiled chere with. 5 

The Allutions praflifed upon a theſs 
Occafions were the fame: that were 
common at Sacrifices, and all Religious 
Rites and Ceremonzes in general, as a 
Token of the Purity of Heart with 
which every one ought to aſſiſt in che 
celebrating thoſe Rites, and alſo to 
efface and to waſh away Spots and 

9 eccadullos of mall * 


The Sound of bedting upon Gm 
bals, and Veſſels of Braſs, 2 as 
ry proper and requiſite to expel an 
2 — — all Kind of 22 and 
Phantomes, who are great Lovers 
of Silence, having a natural Aver- 
ſion to Noiſe ;- and to oblige them 
forcibly, againſt their N to 
relinquiſh the Place, if Prayers, In- 
treaties, and Summonings, were not 
ſufficient to im i upon their Obſti- 
nac. . 
R | I wil 


„ 
I will not · be bound to anſwer for 
the genuine Truth of all theſe My- 

| ſtical- Explanations, as I, in like Man- 

ner, agree, that it is wholly. needleſs 

to endeavour to vindicate the Super- 
ſtitious Cuſtoms of the Ancients, at 
leaſt the greateſt Part of them; for, 
enerally ſpeaking, they had no other 

* len than the Extravagancy 
and fantaſtical Imaginations of thoſe 

who were the Inventors. 


The Romans, who looked upon 
the Greeks, as the Founders of their 
Religion, acknowledged, that they 
had learned from them the Rites 
and Worſbip which they celebrated 
to the Memory of the Dead : There 
was likewiſe a very pompous Solem- 
nity inftituted in Honour of the Ma- 
nes, at Athens, as well as in divers 
other Grecian Cities: Theſe Feſtivals 
were called vas: or b ys and 
were celebrated in the Month Anthe- 
RE 2, ſterion, 


Te] 
ſterion, agreeing with thoſe in _ 
ary, which were ordained by 


to the Memory of his Anceſtors *. 
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* Biſhop Porrtn, in his Antiquities of 


Greece, informs us, that, Some Part of the 

Month Ant heſterion ſeems to have been 

| 0 eſpecially ſet apart for theſe Ceremonies 

(the Nekuſia and Thanatuſia) in ſeveral of 
& the Grecian Cities. 


« Upon theſe publick Days they called 
« over the Names of their dead Relations, 
c one by one, except ſuch as died under 
« Age, or forfeited their Title to theſe Ho- 
* nours, by diſlipating their * Une: 
e ritanccs, or other Crimes. 


Antheſterion #s the 6th Month among : the 
Grecians, /o a the Feaſts Anthefte- 


ria, obſerved in Honour of Bacchus, on the 
_ 11th, 12th, and 13th Days of it. 


_ . The Feſtivals inſtituted by Numa were 
celebrated in much the ſame Manner with 


thoſe of the Grecians, differing only in the 
Month, beginning on the 6th of the Ides of 


February, and endin 1 * on the 12th of th 
Calends of March: were called Fera / 
lia, 15 rom fero to bear) becauſe they bore the 


Juſt end to the Dead. 
Both 


* 


F Both as Greeks and the 3 
agreed, in 18 that the Spirits 
L L to officiate ( invi- 


came out of 
770 at thoſe Solemnities, and that 
Hell 


Worſhip of the other Divinities ceaſ- 


ed during the Celebration of theſe 


Kites, the Temples being all ſhut up, 
nor would any treat of Marriage upon 
theſe Days of Mourning and Sadneſs. 


T could never-difcover what were 
the particular Ceremonies uſed at the 
Banquets for the Dead among the 
Greeks, only, that they offered Sacri- 
fices to the Earth, and that the People 
of Bitbynia invited the Manes of the 
Defuncl to be preſent thereat, calling 
upon them with a loud Voice, every 


gi by their Names, at the Time 
e 


n they rendered them their laſt 


Duties : But it appears, by the De- 


ſcriptions Hemer has given of the Ce- 
G2 remonies 


Gates were kept open all the 
Time of their Continuance. 'The 


= es 
remonies and Sacrifices celebrated at 
Funerals, that the Solemnities with 
which they treated the Bodies of the 
Deceaſed, were far more pompous 
and magnificent than thoſe of the 
Romans, who, in all that tended to 
Matters of Religion, had, for a lon; 

Time, affected the Simplicity and 
Frugality of its Original Inſtitution. 
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APPENDIX: 

PassAGts from Ov 1D de 

Faſtis, referred to in Chap. 
V and VI of this Treatiſe. 
r 

1 UNC morem ce /Eneas pietatis i. 


Aoneus auttor | 
Attulit in terras, juſte Latine, 


armis 
Bella, Parentales deſeruere dies. 
Non impune fuit. nam dicitur omine ab iſto 


Roma ſuburbanis incaluiſſe rogis, 
IN 3 iy 
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Vix equidem credo: buſtis exiſſe feruntur | 
Et tacite e tempore noctis Avi, _ 
Perg vias Urbis, Latioſe ululaſſe per agros | 
| eformes animas uulgus inane ferunt. 
Poſtea præteriti tumulis redduntur Honores ; 
Prodigiiſq; venit funeribuſq; modus. 
Dum tamen hac fiunt, biduæ ceſſate Puellæ, 
Exſpectet puros 2 tæda dies. | 
Nec tibi, que cupid ematura videbere matri, 
- Comat wvirgineas haſta recurua comas. . - 
Conde tuas, Hymenæe, faces, & abignibus atris 
Aufer, habent alias mæſta ſepulchra faces. 
Dii quog; templorum foribus calentur apertis: 
"2 ure vacent are. |. entq; ſme awe fact. 
Nunc _—_ tenues, & corpora funths ſepui- 
A_ 713-103 7. E£..\ 
Errant, wunc poſito paſcitur umbra cibo. 
Nec tamen hec ultra quam tet de Menſe 
e 
Luciferi, quot habent Carmina noſtra pedes. 
Hanc, quia juſta ferunt, dixere Feralia "ci 
tima placandis Manibus illa Dies. 
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HIS Rite EN EAS firſt, with pious 
Thought, | + 

Into the Land of juſt Latinus brought. 

He to his Father ſolemn Feafts ordain'd ; 

This holy Cuſtom hence the People gain'd. 

But once when tedious Wars, with tireſome 
length, 

Had cool'd their fervent Zeal, and broke 

their Strength, 
They mindleſs of their Father's Manes grew, 


Nor paid thoſe Rites which Uſe had Fes 


duc. 

But, from that Time, the puniſh'd City 
mourn'd, 

And flaming Piles in daily Fur'rals burn'd. 

Hard to belicye ! the Dead toriook their 
Tomb, 


And murm'ring wander'd through Night's 


| dreary Gloom. 
Thus to the Streets and Fields (ſo Men re- 


port) 

With hideous Yells, did ſtalking * re- 
ſort 3 

Till juſt Solemnities the Gods appeas 

And Prodigies and Deſolations ceas 1 


Mean time, let W7ves from Carnal Acts re- 
frain, 


Nor with looſe Thoughts the Pintal Torch 


cs ſtain, 
„ Let 
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Let blooming Virgins too, a while, forbear 
In flowing Ringlets to adorn their Hair. 
Let Mmens genial Torch conceal its Fires, 
Fires, far leſs bright, the ſolemn Pomp re- 
-quires. * 
Let eyery Temple unfrequented ſtand, - 
Nor hallow'd Cenſers wait the Pontiff-s 
Hand; 
For now cach flecting Shade, with cager 
_ 
Wanders in careful Queſt of his Repaſt. , 
Nor ſhould this Rev'rence to the Dead dc- 
| lay 
The ſacred Pomp beyond th appointed Day, 
*Till ofa Month as many Suns remain, 
'As-meaſur'd Verſes number'd Feet contain. 
Theſe Rzites-Obſequious the Departed claim, 
Which give to Osſequzes th adopted Name. 
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N- ut tumulo N condidit u um- 


* ' mal te juſta ſoluta Remo: 

us infelix & paſſis Acca capellis 
3 ebant lacrymis oſſa peruſta fuis. 

2 Ds 2 ſub prima erepuſeula 

maſti; 
Ig: erat, in duro procubuere toro. 
* ctuenta Remi viſa eſt aſſiſtere lecto, 
3 h&c exiguo murmure verba loqui : 
En 1 25 Amden veſtri parſys altera voti, 
CTernitè in qualis ; qui = 0 gualis eram * 
Qui modo fe uolucres Naout abuiſſem regna ju- 
22 ee 
Pits jor; potui 2 a mea : 

a rogi flammis & mantis imago. 
; os: eſt ex illo forma relicta Remo. 
Hen - ad ants vos modd vera 


13 
Ukerdq z expoſitis ille ferina dedit. 
Quem lupa ſervguit, manus hunc temeraria 
Crois 
Pei 0 quanta mitiar illa fuit 
H Seve 


3 30 "18 

Seve Celer, crudelem anima per vulnerg 
> eds 2, A 
— - 

N. wh » ater. Pietas equalis i in ill ef 
Quod potuit, lacrymas in mea fata de . 
Func vos unn per beſtra aliment a 

 rogate, 


Ut Ceiebrens 1 io fee ne diem. 
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THE N Romulus his Brother's Corps 
interr d, | 
And the laſt Office to the Dead prepard, 
Acc and Faaſtulus, in Depth of Woe, — 
Vicwing the Pile, in mournful Tears 0 er- 
flow; 
Thence Home returning, at the Cloſe of Day, 
 Oferwhelm'd with bitter Grief onBed they lay, 
When they beheld his Ghoſt with Blood be- 
2  . 
And Words, in gentle Marmars whiſper'd, 
heard, | 


Lo I, the Sharer of your Care and Vow, 
Sec what Iam ; and what I was, but now ! 
Who, if juſt Auguries may rightly ſtand, 
Had oer my People borne ſupream Com- 

mand, 
But ſince the Flames my Subſtance have be- 
reft, 
This only Form to Remus now is left. 
O, where is Mars? whoſe Care, as you re- 
late, | 
To Beaſts committed our aichelpful State. 
Whom a Wolf fay'd, Fellow - Creature 
kill'd ;* © 
How i in Humanity the Brute excell d! 
3 "© aw 


0 may 451i W A u. Celer, end, 
nd thy departing Soul in Blood deſcend. 
as not my Brothers Mind: his piousCares 
id, wha they could, d diſcharge their Duc in 
cars. i r 
This only laſt Requeſt do you make n, k 
By all your, Care to him; and Remus ſhown ; 
That to his Brother lie juſt Honours Pays 
And Oy —_— dedicate a pA. LES 
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